i68                    PROPAGANDA AND PROJECTS
avoid encounters with Muslims. In the Syrian capital
he saw an Armenian embassy which had come to beg
for peace with the Sultan; then he went to Baalbek, Saida
(Sidon), Sur (Tyre), 'Akka and finally to Beirut,1 whence
he sailed for his native town. He arrived at Verona in
October I335-2
The Liber Peregrinationis is essentially a work of propa-
ganda 3 for the crusade and a guide to pilgrims. The
accurate dates of departures and arrivals provided by the
author are of value in defining the length of time taken
by medieval travellers between the various stations on the
way to the East. It is true that there is little new material
in this respect, but Giacomo's evidence helps to confirm
or confute previous and later information on this subject.
Though he appears to have made some use of the works
of Ricoldo de Monte-Croce * and of Philippe de Savoy,6
the chief merit of Giacomo's account is its originality.
In spite of the popularity of the pilgrims' guides during
the fourteenth century, those of German origin do not
appear to have enjoyed a particularly wide circulation,
judging from the scarcity of early manuscripts thereof.
Moreover, Germans who took the trouble to record their
travels are few and, saving Schiltberger's great classic,
these never attained any considerable degree of excellence
and interest in medieval times. Besides Boldensele, only
one other fourteenth-century pilgrim from Germany took
the trouble to present an account of some importance of his
travels in the Levant, and even this did not make the wide-
spread appeal6 commanded by works originating in other
countries, notably France and Italy, Ludolph von Suchem
or Sudheim, who sojourned in the East for an uninterrupted
period of five years between 1336 and 134!) composed
* Lifor, 286-96.                            2ib., 296-302,
8 ib., 302, Besides the material in the text, the Explicit of the Littr is
clear on this matter: 'Quam Tcrre Sancte acquisicionem celeriter sue populo
prestet ille Jhesus Cristus, qui est Dei filius bencdictus in secula seculorum.
Amen!*
4 vide supra, 158-60*
5 Rdhricht's Introduction to the Litert 160,
6 G. A. Neumann, Introduction to edition of Latin text of Ludolphus de
, in AOL, II, Documents, 327,